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St. NICOLAS
FOOTBALL CLUB

Under 8 Sporting - Results & Match Reports
2006 - 2007 Season

Results

10 September - Bulkington Bullets (A)0-6(L) more
17 September - Weddington Thistle Lions (H)0-9 (L) more
24 September - Weddington Thistle Demons (A) 0-2 (L) more
1 October - Grove Farm Rangers (H) 0-7 (L) more
8 October - Attleborough Sports (A) 0-3 (L) more
15 October - Market Bosworth (H) 0-6 (L) more
4 November - Whitestone U7s (H)5-0 (W) more
5 November - Bedworth Eagles (A)0-3 (L) more
12th November - Whitestone Sports Jets (H)0-2(L) more
19th November - St Nicolas Colts (A)0-7(L) more
26th November - Bulkington Bullets (H) 0-2 (L) more
3 December - Weddington Thistle Lions (A) 0-12(L) more
28 January - Grove Farm Rangers (A) 0-3 (L) more
3 February - Weddington Whistle Tigers (A) 0-0 (D) more
17 February Weddington Thistle Tigers (H) 1-3 (L) more
24th February - Market Bosworth (A) 0-4 (L) more
11 March - Whitestone Jets (A) 0-5 (L) more
18 March - St Nicolas Colts (H) 0-5 (L) more
25 March - Weddington Demons (H) 2-2 (D) more
31 March - Bedworth Eagles (H) 0-4 (L) more
1 April - Attleborough Sports (H)0-6 (L) more

Seasons Analysis more

Match Reports
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St. Nicolas FC

10 September - Bulkington Bullets (A)0-6(L)

Under 8s Astral League Matchday 1

Bulkington Bullets 6 Sporting 0

Jordan
Mitchell Adam
Jack Lou Owen
Ben

After months of waiting the league season finally got underway at a foggy St James School in Bulkington. After beating the Saints 3-0 in a friendly last Thursday,
Bulkington were clear favourites to win this encounter though I'm sure they would admit, they were made to work very hard for the win in a game which was not
as easy as the scoreline suggests.

Sporting knocked the ball around well in the early exchanges with Jack and Owen on the wings looking useful while Lou and Ben in the middle of the pitch linked
up well. Bulkington had the first shot on goal when their attacking player broke clear only to be met by the onrushing Jordan who made a fine block. A goal was
coming and it was no surprise when a well worked move ended up with a Bulkington forward scoring a nice goal from close in. Adam and Mitchell were working
their socks off at the back and it needed fine saving tackles from both of them to keep us in the game at certain points. Sporting came back into the game
towards the end of the half with Jack having a fine run which resulted in the keeper pushing the ball round the post to give us a corner. Two goals towards the
end of the half gave the scoreline a bit of an unfair look from our point of view.

Half Time 3-0

At half time Joseph and Daniel entered the game for Ben and Jack. Sporting continued to battle and created a few breakaways which broke down on the edge of
the Bulkington area. Bulkington continued to look dangerous and forced a series of corners which we dealt with well by the Sporting defence (and Craig Stevens'
head). The pressure finally told and Bulkington scored another 3 quality goals throughout the half.

Full time 6-0

This was a thoroughly entertaining game and both sides can take a lot of credit from it. | was particularly pleased that our heads didnt drop at any stage during
the game. All the goals were of a high standard and none were down to silly mistakes which is a step in the right direction. The boys all tried their hardest. Today
| was a very proud coach and parent. Well done everyone!!

Back to top

17 September - Weddington Thistle Lions (H)0-9 (L)
Under 8s Astro League Matchday 2

Sporting 0 Weddington Thistle Lions 9

Jordan
Mitchell Jack  Adam
Joseph Daniel
Ben

Most 9-0 scorelines are met with displeasure and disappointment from the losing team. Not this one! Against a team predicted by many to win the league this
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season, who score goals for fun, this was a tremendous achievement by the lads. With news that the Lions had scored over 20 in a previous friendly, Sporting
lined up with an unsurprisingly defensive 3-2-1 formation and how effective it proved to be.

Weddington scored 2 early goals that demonstrated the quality which they possess, but, to our credit, the Sporting team never dropped their heads. Mitchell was
his usual dogged self, not giving the forwards an inch and making them work extra hard for attempts on goal. On the other side of the pitch Adam dealt with one
of the best wingers in the league with relative ease, whilst captain Jack proved to be a tough nut to crack in the centre, taking a couple of blows to his body to
keep the score down. The forward players battled tirelessly to try and ease some of the pressure, with Daniel's excessive movement confusing the Thistle back
line on numerous occasions. Joseph worked his socks off in the middle of the park and got some important tackles in as our goal continued to take a peppering.
Towards the end of the half Ben was brought back into the midfield to try and win us some more posession as it was apparent that chances would be of a
premium.

Half time a very credible 4-0
At the start of the second half, Jack returned from injury, replacing an exhausted Joseph who had worked so hard. Lou replaced Ben.

The second half followed the same pattern as the first, with the visitors camped inside our half. However, try as they did, they just could not find a breakthrough
with Owen doing a fine job marshalling the defence along with Adam and Mr Dependable, Mitchell.

Thistle were getting visibly frustrated with their lack of joy in front of goal and resorted to long shots in order to try and increase the lead. It was from one of these
long shots that Jordan produced, probably the best save | have ever seen from a keeper of this age! The shot was heading into the top left hand corner when
Jordan, somehow, flung himself high to push the ball around the post to loud applause from all sides of the pitch.

With 5 minutes left on the clock and the score at only 5, this was looking like a miraculous result. Unfortunately, tiredness set in and we conceded 4 last goals to,
in fairness, give the scoreline a more realistic look.

Final score 0-9

Every single player on the pitch today from both sides gave everything. As a coach | couldn't have asked for any more from my players. | feel it was a particularly
sweet day for all the old Weddington Thistle players who, only 7 months ago were thrown on the scrapheap and told they were not going to enter the league.
These players along with all the new players who have joined in those 7 months have made this a team | am extremely proud to be a part of. Well done
everyone, give yourselves a pat on the back!

Back to top

24 September - Weddington Thistle Demons (A) 0-2 (L)
Under 8s Astro League Matchday 3

Weddington Thistle Demons 2 Sporting 0

Jordan
Joseph Adam
Owen Mitchell Daniel
Lou

Matchday 3 of the Astro league saw us come up against a Weddington Demons side who had been beaten by our colts the previous week by some margin.
Fresh from our own heroic performance last weekend confidence was high that we could possibly get something out of this game. Unfortunately is was not to be
as the Demons scored a quality goal during the first half and scored with a breakaway midway through the second half.

Sporting started the game lively and were dominating midfield with Owen, Daniel and Mitchell running the show and provided excellent service to frontman, Lou.
Several early corners almost produced the breakthrough and the eagerly awaited first ever league goal seemed only a matter of time away as the Demons goal
lay under siege. Weddington, to their credit were also playing some nice football and started to look threatening as the half progressed though Adam and Joseph
seemed confident in dealing with any danger. Then came the killer blow, the home side were awarded a free kick on the edge of the area which was expertly
curled into the top corner giving Jordan no chance. How would we react?, a game that we were bossing was suddenly going the way of the other 2 league game.
Straight from kickoff, a fine run by Mitchell ended with the keeper blocking with his legs, it was evident it was going to be one of those days.
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HT 0-1

Jack and Ben entered the game at half time for the excellent Daniel and Lou as we continued to search for the equalizer. Shot after shot came in but,
unfortunately none of them were accurate enough to force the keeper into a save or, even better, to bulge the back of the net. Completely against the run of play,
Demons grabbed a second goal which was finished expertly by their forward player. This was met with disbelief by the sporting contingent on the sidelines. How
could we have played so well and again come away empty handed.

FT 0-2

Congratulations to players on both sides for an entertaining, well fought match. The fact that we were even thinking about having a serious chance of winning
after only our 3rd game shows how far all of these lads have come in such a short time. They should not be downhearted, they are all winners and their moment
WILL come.

Back to top

1 October - Grove Farm Rangers (H) 0-7 (L)
Under 8s Astro League Matchday 4

Sporting 0 7
Adam
Joseph Owen
Jack Lou Daniel
Ben

Anyone who was just browsing through the local papers next week and stumbled across this result might well conclude that 'Sporting have taken another
hammering'. Sometimes though scorelines dont tell the full picture (no, this is not last weeks report again!!!). Against a physical and competent Grove Farm side
it was aparent from the first couple of minutes that it would be another tough 30 minutes of football and we would have to give our all to get something out of the
game, Adam, playing in goal for the first time this season showed confident handling and excellent kicking while the back 2 of Owen and Joseph did well despite
the gap between themselves and the midfield players being a bit too big at times. The midfield were excellent with Lou relishing the extra responsibilites of the
captains armband by putting in a man on the match performance along with the tireless Daniel and Jack. Three quick goals later and we were staring down the
barrell once again, to our credit though, these lads are made of tough stuff and continued to fight. Ben up front was battling away and was involved in some nice
link up play with the midfield which was very pleasing to the eye but we could not quite perfect the move which would lead to a shot on goal. Two goals late in the
half gave the scoreline a slightly one sided look but the lads walked off with a lot of credit.

Half Time 0-5 down but not out

At half time Joseph was replaced by Jordan who made his first outfield performance of the season while Mitchell replaced Owen. With the away following, no
doubt looking to increase their goal difference after last weeks 7-0 setback Sporting took a more resoloute approach to the second half with Lou, Jack Ben and
Daniel all having menacing runs but all were unable to pose a threat to the Grove Farm keeper. The returning Owen was really putting himself about the pitch,
tracking one player virtually the full length of the pitch before forcing him out of play. Such was the dermination that Grove Farm only managed another 2 goals
during the half.

Full time 0-7

Well played to players on both sides. Todays game was a physical match but also fair and played in the right spirit. Credit again to all Sporting players for coming
off the pitch with a smile on their faces. The match experience is starting to appear and performances are visibly improving every week. Future opponents
beware!!!

Back to top

8 October - Attleborough Sports (A) 0-3 (L)
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Under 8s Astro League Matchday 5

Attleborough Sports 3 Sporting 0

Jordan
Joseph Daniel
Jack Owen Mitchell
Ben

Matchday 5 saw Sporting travel to Attleborough Sports who, a week earlier had lost their 100% record to the colts. We all knew that we would be in for a tough
game, but that could be said about every game we have played so far so these boys knew what to expect. Jordan returned in between the posts in place of
Adam while Mitchell took over in midfield from the holiday bound Lou. On a pitch which sloped that much, it could have hosted the Olympic downhill, Sporting
found themselves kicking up the hill in the first half. Rumours that Attleborough liked to shoot from kick off proved to be true as their tall forward attempted the
impossible and the ball limped through to Jordan for a simple early touch. Sporting appeared to enjoy the challenge of the slope and were making the home team
battle harder than they would have liked to with Joseph and Daniel marshalling the backline with great expertise while Mitchell, Jack and the influencial Owen
were getting stuck in, in the middle of the park and creating some good moves with Ben up front. As the half wore on, the only real danger to our goal appeared
to be from set pieces, this was abviously something Attleborough had worked on as they were very good at it. The only real scare of the half came when one of
these free kicks rattled the underside of the bar and was adjudged to have bounced on the right side of the line as far as we were concerned.

Half time 0-0 and kicking down the piste slope in the second half.

As the second half started, we were all hopeful that this may be our moment to put our name in lights, unfortunately, in the first minute of the half Attleborough
took the lead in very unfortunate circumstances. A speculative shot from the edge of the area saw Jordan field the ball, backspin however, saw the ball spin out
of his hands and cruelly trickle over the line. This only seemed to spur the lads on and Mitchell was causing all kinds of problems down the left with great support
from Ben and Daniel who had now pushed forwards since the arrival of Adam at half time. The goal gave the hosts added belief and the doubled their lead
midway through the half with a nicely worked goal. In the last couple of minutes Attleborough made it 3 when there tall forward player scored a quality goal that
no keeper in this league would have got anywhere near.

FT 3-0
Well done to both sides, Attleborough will be up towards the top at the end of the season and the fact that we held them for so long is a major achievement.

Today was the first half of football we have played this season without conceding a goal and the players must be congratulated on this.

Back to top

15 October - Market Bosworth (H) 0-6 (L)
Under 8s Astro League Matchday 6

Sporting 0 6

Jordan
Joseph Adam
Daniel Owen Mitchell
Ben

Sporting, depleted by holidays and iliness took to the field in the final league game before a well earned two week break against a Bosworth side who went into
this game 3 points ahead of ourselves. Early chances were at a premium as both midfields were battling hard. Owen and Daniel were getting stuck in and
Mitchell was attempting to weave his magic by finding his way through a tightly packed middle third of the pitch. When we did make progress, Ben showed a lot
of skill but was unable to find the telling shot. At the other end of the pitch, Joseph was playing a blinder in what what probably his best game so far while Adam
looked totally at ease with anything that came his way. Bosworth took the lead after about 6 minutes when Sporting failed to clear an attack leaving the forward to
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pounce from close range. The goal seemed to give our lads a lift and our best spell of the game followed immediately after with good link-up play from all the
forward players resulting in Mitchell fizzing one just wide and then having another shot smothered by the keeper. Then Josephdinhio had a run the full length of
the pitch before being stopped by a last ditch tackle. All this pressure, however proved fruitless as Bosworth broke away to score a quality goal from wide on the
right which went across Jordan and found the opposide corner of the net. A third on the stroke of half time meant we were facing another uphill battle .

HT 3-0

As there were no subs, the same 7 players took to the field in the second half hoping to build on their first half efforts. Unfortunately, the players were not able to
repeat their first half performance and looked tired. For the first time this season, heads started to drop and at times we were slightly sloppy. Two more goals
went in and we were on the ropes clinging on for dear life. Jordan had to rush quickly from his line to make a fine block as Bosworth attempted to improve their
goal difference. To the boys credit, they gave one final push, even after the 6th went in, Daniel found himself with a bit of space in front of goal but the ball held
up in the long grass, giving the defender time to deal with the situation

FT 6-0

Well done to lads on both sides fro a hard fought game of football. Well done to the Sporting lads who were shattered at the final whistle, each and every one of
you worked so hard. Every team will have an off day every now and then (just ask the England team). Put your feet up for the next 2 Sundays and come back full
of goals!!!

Back to top

4 November - Whitestone U7s (H)5-0 (W)
Friendly

Sporting 5 Whitestone U7s 0

Jordan
Jack Adam Mitchell
Daniel Owen
Ben

Sporting used this game against their younger opponents to try out a new 3-2-1 system and once the players had got used to the new system it brought instant
results. Two changes were made to the starting line up that narrowly lost 1-0 last week with Jack coming in for Joseph and Owen replacing Lou.

The game started off with both sides having equal posession although the game was being played mainly in the visitors half of the pitch. Much like last week,
Sporting were playing some nice football but were not posing much of a threat in front of goal. A few shots by the forward trio of Ben, Owen and Daniel narrowly
missed the target and | had the feeling it was another one of those days where it would just not go in. Halfway through the first half, Sporting were awarded a free
kick just outside the box. An excellently delivered free kick by Mitchell was only partially cleared and when the ball came back into the box, a Whitestone
clearance struck Ben full in the face and rebounded into the net. At last we had got the rub of the green which had been missing all season. Ben was
immediately replaced by Lou so he could recover (from the injury, not the shock that we had actually scored!!). This goal gave the lads an obvious confidence
boost as the game continued to be played in the one half of the pitch with Whitestone occasionally forcing a breakaway which was dealt with by the back line.

Half time 1-0 up

For the second half Ben returned and Jospeh entered the game for Daniel and Mitchell who took a deserved rest in readiness for the league game the following
day. Sporting started the second half with their heads visibly up and hungry for more goals and they didnt have to wait long before they doubled their lead. A
goalmouth scramble was not cleared and up popped Jack who had ghosted forward from his defensive role to gleefully ram the ball home. This felt wierd, in all
my time coaching, even when we used to borrow the Saints players, we had never been 2 goals ahead. Would we be content with the two goals? would we let
the spirited Whitestone back onto the game? Another couple of minutes played and both these questions were answered with midfield maestro Owen taking his
goal with the style you would expect from a top striker. By this time Whitestone had made numerous changes in an attempt to give each of their squad a runout.
They continued to battle and their heads didnt drop which pleased me as we all know only too well what its like to be on the wrong end of a scoreline. However,
we hadnt finished just yet. Not to be outdone by his defensive partner Adam found himself in the area before crashing a shot high into the net to make it 4. Soon
after it could have been 5 but Lous angled shot hit the base of the upright and bounced out. In the final minute Sporting scored an absoloute beauty of a goal.
Owen performed a sublime turn on the half way line which took out two defenders leaving him one on one with the keeper before cooly slotting home to become
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the teams top scorer so far this season.
Full time 5-0

Congratulations to players on both sides. Whitestone should take a lot of positive points from this game, when they enter the league next season they will be
stronger because of games like these. For our lads, | am thrilled to bits. They listened to everything that was said before the game and acted on this advice
during the game. Each goal was special for different reasons and the players should all be proud of their efforts. Jordan, tomorrow | have a feeling you may be a
little busier

Back to top

5 November - Bedworth Eagles (A)0-3 (L)
Astro League Matchday 7

Bedworth Eagles 3 Sporting 0

Jordan
Joseph Adam Mitchell
Daniel Owen
Lou

Guy Fawkes day saw the resumption of the Astro League with Sporting making one of their longer journeys of the season to face Bedworth Eagles. After
Saturdays morale boosting win over Whitestone under 7s, confidence was high that a repeat performance could be achieved.

With Ben forced out of the match due to injury, Lou was given the responsibility of leading the attack. The home side started strongly and forced a series of
corners and attacking throw ins which were dealt with well by Adam, Joseph and Mitchell in the new look 3 man defence. Daniel and Owen were also working
back well to support their defence as Bedworth were struggling to get any shots in despite their territorial advantage. After 10 minutes of the match, the luck we
had yesterday turned cruelly against us as Joseph found the bottom left hand corner of his own net when attempting a clearance. This did not affect his game
one bit as he continued to put in a strong performance. Just before half time, Lou went on a meandering run which resulted in a shot which just went wide to loud
applause from all around.

HT 0-1 but playing with a newly found confidence.

Half time saw the introduction of Jack for Adam as Sporting went in search of a richly deserved equaliser. Daniel and Owen were starting to develop a telepathic
understanding down the left flank and linked up well with Lou on numerous occasions as it became obvious that Bedworth were not going to have it as easy as
they might have liked. However a goal of real quality was to put the game out of reach. A Bedworth forward picked the ball up on the edge of the area before
curling a great shot into the top corner. We were now desperate to get back into the game and Jack left his defensive station to take up a more forward role. At
the back Mitchell and Joseph continued to look assured against the oncoming attackers with Jordan getting in some timely blocks when the ball got behind the
defence. On one occasion when the ball did get past Jordan, Owen was on hand to complete an amazing goal line clearance. In the last couple of minutes
Bedworth added a third as we began to tire.

Full time 0-3
Well done to players on both sides. In a six a side tournament over the summer Bedworth had brushed us aside with ease. Todays game demonstrated how far

we have come as a squad. In a strange way, todays performance was just as pleasing as yesterdays. Every player can be proud of their weekends work. Well
done!!

Back to top

12th November - Whitestone Sports Jets (H)0-2(L)
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Astro League Matchday 8

Sporting 0 Whitestone Sports Jets 2

Jordan
Jack Adam Mitchell
Lou Owen
Ben

In a delayed kickoff, Sporting and Whitestone took to the field in this basement battle knowing that victory for either side would greatly improve their chances of
avoiding the wooden spoon.

Sporting were without Daniel who was consigned to his sick bed but had Ben returning after his treehouse incident. The first half was played at a brisk pace with
chances at a premium as both sides battled hard to prevent the other getting the all important first goal. The back line of Mitchell, Jack and captain for the day,
Adam were not being troubled at all and the dynamic duo of Lou and Owen in the middle of the park were als playing their part. Ben had a couple of runs at the
defence but it was obvious they were going to be hard to break down. As the half came to a close, Whitestone had a break away but Jordan came off his line well
to smother and thwart the danger.

HT 0-0 hardly a classic but we are giving as good as we get

Half time saw the introduction of Joseph for Ben which meant Jack pushed into a more advance position. In the first minute of the half, these tactical plans were
scuppered as Adam took the ball full on in the face and was in obvious discomfort.

Then came our best chance of the game, Owen broke away from the last defender only to have his heels clipped when the historic first goal looked likely. Was it
deliberate? was it an accident? what was certain that it proved costly. Moments late Whitestone broke and a quality ball into the area was swept home to loud
cheering from the away following. Sporting continued to battle but things were just not going our way and Whitestone added a second with a skillful run and shot
from their attacker

Full time 0-2 nearly but not quite

Well done to players on both sides. That bit of luck is still deserting us, surely it cant continue for much longer. Message to Adam, hopefully you arent too badly
shaken up, that was a great block!!

Back to top

19th November - St Nicolas Colts (A)0-7(L)
Astro League Matchday 9

St Nicolas Colts 7 Sporting 0

Jordan
Jack Adam Mitchell
Daniel Owen
Ben

Matchday 9 saw us make the short journey (about 100 yards across the field) to face our neighbours and dear friends, the Colts. Make no mistake though, it was
our intention to make this game as uncomfortable for our higher placed opponents as possible.

Not for the first time this season Sporting were down to the bare bones due to illness and prior commitments. On a chilly morning the lads knew they had to play
out of their skins to come out of the game with any credibility.
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From the kickoff the Colts begain pressing us back and we were finding it difficult to put anything together. The Colts were not having it all their own way
however, despite their domination in terms of posession we were making it hard for them to play the killer ball which would break the deadlock. The first goal did
eventually come after about 5 minutes when a cross/shot eluded everyone and found its way into the corner. This obviously gave the Colts a lift as the pressure
had been somewhat lifted while the majority of the Sporting side still remember the last time we played them. The Colts were now hungry for more goals and
were being afforded acres of space outside the penalty area to play some nice attractive football. Four more goals found their way into the net before half time,
the unluckiest being an own goal by Mitchell when attempting to clear the ball. The only saving grace was that Martins threat to remove his shirt when Mitch
scores does not apply to own goals!!!!

Half time 0-5

After some half time confidence building Sporting took to the field intent on showing an ever growing crowd what they were capable of. The Colts were coming at
us, as before. Only this time they were met with more determined tackles and were being put under pressure at the earliest opportunity. Daniel, Ben and Owen
were doing a stirling job of defending high up the pitch, forcing the Colts to play the ball sideways more than they would have liked while Mitchell, Jack and Adam
were making sure our record of not having the worst defensive record in the league stayed intact. Jordan must also have been pleased with his second half
performance as he made a couple of vital saves which kept the scoreline in check. The Colts however did score 2 quality goals during the half to complete a
professional and deserved victory.

FT 0-7

Well done to players on both sides. The Colts played some very nice football and it is clear to see why they are fighting for the title. From my point of view, | think
we got stronger as the game went on. To be 5 down at half time against a quality team and to come back with the fight we showed in the second half was
extremely pleasing. Last time we played the Colts we lost 5-0 in 10 minutes in our own 6 a side tournament, today the belief of the players was so much more
positive than that game 5 months ago. Well done to everyone!!!

Back to top

26th November - Bulkington Bullets (H) 0-2 (L)
Astro League Matchday 10

Sporting 0 Bulkington Bullets 2

Jordan
Joseph Adam Mitchell
Jack Owen
Ben

With the season reaching its halfway mark we entertained the Bulkington Bullets who had defeated us 6-0 on the opening day of the season. Unbeknown to us at
that time, this would be the start of a magnificent run which would see the Bullets challenging for the title.

Sprting had the luxury of having 3 subs for the first time ever as new signing Ryan made his debut for the club.

Bulkington took the lead from their first real attack after a couple of minutes with the striker forcing the ball over the line despite Jordans best efforts to keep it out.
Sporting were getting stuck in and pressurised the opposition with Jack and Owen battling hard in midfield. Joseph, Adam and Mitchell were keeping a tricky
Bulkington front line in check though Bulkington were looking dangerous from the number of corners they had. Ryan was introduced for his debut shortly before
half time and immediately got stuck in to show what an asset he will be. Bulkington doubled their lead just before the break when a crisp shot from just inside the
box flew high into the net.

Half time 0-2

For the second half, Adam went in goal with Lou and Daniel getting involved. A tactical change saw Ben drop back into defence with Lou leading the front line.
As the half progressed, it became more obvious that the previous meetings high scoreline would not be achieved by Bulkington this time. Sporting had a glorious
opportunity to break their league duck halfway through the half when Owen broke clear only to be denied by the mud when all on the touchline were holding their
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breath.

Bulkington had a glorious opportunity to increase their lead when a handball gifted them a penalty. Adam expertly gathered the penalty kick to keep the score at
2.

Full time 0-2

Well done to players on both sides, this really was a quality match and both teams should take a lot of credit from it. | am over the moon with the effort shown
from my players, to me this is like a win when you considder the quality of the opposition. This first goal is getting ever closer and will be with us before long
hopefully!!!

Back to top

3 December - Weddington Thistle Lions (A) 0-12(L)

12 St Nicolas Sporting 0

Substitutes :

Andy's Angle
All match reports are now written by Andy Wisniewski.

After a night of torrential rain and gales the pitch for today’s game was heavy. A strong chilly gale still blew across the pitch as the two teams and respective
parents and associates braved the early Sunday morning start for the game, This would prove to be the most difficult the team has played so far as Weddington
Thistle Lions were the current league leaders.
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Lou was given the captains armband in his final game before a well earned Christmas break.

A wet and muddy goalmouth met keeper Jordan as he ran to his goal. As would be expected he was kept busy ....... and muddy by the Thistles forward line,
including what turned out to be their best player, a girl called Nicola!

The match started with the inevitable onslaught by the Thistles; from kick-off they attack, driving forward from midfield to the forward line, but astute defending by
Mitchell helps clear the ball with a fine volley. The shots are beginning to reign in on Jordan’s goal but by a combination of excellent defending; bad luck and poor
finishing keep the game at level pegging.

Early on Jack came on for Owen, after he had taken a blow to his leg, so the rearguard action had to be even more intense. A succession of corners followed by
the Thistles but Jordan’s goal was still intact.

A good run by Jack down the right wing relieves some of the mounting pressure on Sporting, but how long could they continue to ride their luck before the league
leaders dominance begins to take control?

Sporting’s most recent player Ryan came on mid-way through the first half for Daniel, and moved into the midfield position.

After another fine block by Mitchell the persistent pressure for the league leaders finally pays off. After blocking another of the Thistle’s shots, the ball fell to the
their striker and he powered the ball home from 8 yards out. The brave defensive rear-guard had finally been breached and now it would turn into an uphill battle
for Sporting, who were still looking for their first goal of the season.

Shortly after, Thistles struck their second. A great save by Jordan which on another day may have gone past the goal, got stuck in the mud and was fired home
into the roof of the net by another of Thistles forward line to make it 2-0.

Goal number three quickly followed after Thistles had struck the post. Nicola, the Thistles right midfielder was causing chaos down the wings with Mitchell and
Adam having to be on their guard at all times.

A fine clearance by Ryan, lead to Owen (who had come back on) bursting forward into the Thistles half on the break, but the Thistles defenders managed to get
back to clear their line and avert danger.

Towards the end of the half Joseph replaced Ben as Sporting continued to shuffle the pack as the energy sapping pitch was taking its toll.

The half came to an end with goal number four for the Thistles, yet again the conditions playing their part with the ball becoming stuck in the mud leading to
confusion in the Sporting area before the ball was fired home.

So 4-0 at the break, but reassuringly Sporting’s performance against such a talented side was certainly brave and determined, and even though the league
leaders talent eventually prevailed in the second half it was a performance from which the lads could take heart and take that into next weeks finale before the
Christmas break.

The second half saw more substitutions and even though the goals continued to flow for the Thistles (another 8), it was by no means a poor performance. The
lads began to get a little tired and the opposition took advantage of that to probably give them a more flattering score-line.

A period of play in the second half saw Sporting finally attacking the leaders goal with some purpose and a late free-kick caused confusion in the goalmouth
before it was finally cleared, but that holy grail of a first goal is still something that the lads are looking for, but I'm sure will come sooner rather than later.

The final whistle finally blew and all the lads shook hands. It was a battling, gritty performance, especially in the first half but they pace and energy of the
opposition was a little difficult to handle on this blustery day.

The parent’s player of the match award went to Jordan for his heroics in goal, which prevented even more goals. Whilst the opposition manager’s player of the
game was Ben, who tried hard all game and also prevented many of Thistles dangerous attacks.

Overall on a day when the conditions were the overall winner, a battling and determined performance by Sporting certainly gave the league leaders something to
think about, although on the day it was evident why they are the leaders.

Managers View

We were always going to be on a hiding to nothing against a team as skillful as the Lions. | thought we battled superbly in the first half in difficult conditions. As
we tired after the break the Lions gave us a lesson in ruthless finishing and must be congratulated on their efforts today. | thought it was a good game to watch
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as each and every player on the pitch gave everything. On this showing the Lions will prove dificult to beat and the game against our the Colts should be a
cracker to probably decide the title. From our point of view we have played the top 3 teams in the last 3 games and can hold our heads high as we have been
superb. Next week is our 'cup final' in what | see as a must win game. Come on lads!!!

Back to top

28 January - Grove Farm Rangers (A) 0-3 (L)

Grove Farm Rangers 3 St Nicolas Sporting 0
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Substitutes : ~_| Ryan | - ~_| Darie

Andy's Angle

The lads turned up to a cold day with a strong chilly wind blowing, which would make playing conditions difficult and make passing on the floor a must if Sporting
were to reach the promised land and get that elusive victory (and goal) that the side have been striving for since the beginning of the season.

Improved performances before the winter break gave Craig and the management staff more confidence that the victory could well be a matter of time, so
perseverance and determination by the lads was the key to today’s game.

Grove Farm Rangers were sitting in midway in the table (5th) with 18 points so we knew that today’s game was never going to be easy, with a goal difference of
+6 they showed that they did not give too much away at the back so this was hopefully the game to test them and push forward for that first goal of the season.

Before the game Craig got the lads together to give the pre-match team-talk to try and instil some confidence in the side. He stressed the importance of good ball
work and the need to concentrate and get stuck in, and to basically match Grove Farm’s aggression.
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First impressions of Grove Farm are that they are a very small side, but that normally means that they have some pace in their ranks and this was to prove the
case as the match developed.

The referee’s whistle began the game, as the wind howled across the pitch, Grove Farm kicked off only to lose the ball and see Owen racing down the left
channel deep into Rangers territory but the ball was cleared away.

It didnt take long before Rangers begin to take control of the game and start to pepper Jordan’s goal, luckily he was in fine form and stopped everything that
Rangers threw at him. Rangers seemed to be a quick side and it would take some good concentration by Sporting to keep this side at bay.

A scramble in the Sporting area led to a corner to Rangers who continued to relentlessly press forward, fortunately the corner is struck straight out of play so
once again Sporting can regroup and begin to attack the Rangers goal.

Jordan was using his area well and making the most of playing down the slope in the first half, although its becoming clear that it will need a strong rearguard
action by Sporting if they are to get anything from this game.

The corners continue to go to Rangers and they are now knocking on the door even louder, Mitchell, Joseph and Ben, ably supported by Owen and Lou are
doing their best to keep out Rangers nippy forwards but its beginning to get more and more difficult as the corners flood in.

Jordan plucks a high shot out the air and sets Sporting in motion, a cross by Owen almost leads to a goal but the Rangers keeper just manages to gather the ball
before Jack has chance to pounce.

The deadlock is finally broken shortly before the break, when a cross shot by a Rangers forward is scrambled over the line at the far post. Jordan dived to keep
the ball out but unfortunately it just crept over the line to give Rangers a deserved 1-0 lead.

The game was now beginning to open up, with both sides attacking and Jordan is in top form and he needs to be to keep the score line at just one-nil. Sporting
are beginning to get stuck into Rangers and for the first time in the game, are beginning to get on top.

Another corner from Rangers see a great clearing header from Mitch, although | think he may finish the half with a bit of a headache!!
The half time whistle blows with Sporting only trailing by a single goal, so it's all to play for in the second half.
The substitutes get ready to come on, with Ryan and Daniel replacing Lou and Ben..

Unfortunately two early goals in rapid succession helps put the game out of Sporting’s reach. The first was again unlucky for Jordan as it creeps over the line at
the far post with the defence being caught out. The third comes with fine play by Rangers as they score the best goal of the game, incisive passing and a fine
finish making it 3-0.

Finally Sporting start pressing, a good tackle by Owen leads to the first corner of the game but alas it results in a clearance which Rangers use to their advantage
and press forward. Sporting’s defence is holding firm and they begin to start moving up and pressing the Rangers forwards.

This is a vastly improved performance by Sporting and one of the best of the season; surely it won't be long before that first victory is chalked up in the win
column.

In the end the referee blows the final whistle to end the game. That elusive victory still eludes the team, but an overall fine performance by Sporting gave much
encouragement. Improved marking at the back and a fine level of attacking play certainly helped give the lads much hope for the remaining games of the season.

The parents’ man of the match was Jack and the opposition manager’s player of the match was Owen.

Managers View

Today these boys gave everything, they listened to what they were told, they remembered what we worked on in training yesterday and most importantly, they
delivered on the pitch. Every single player from goalkeeper to centre forward should be really proud of themselves today. Grove Farm must take equal share of
the credit for making this a very enjoyable football which was a great advert for junior football. With such a long break between matches | was slightly worried that
it would take us a few weeks to get back into our stride, | needn't have worried. Well done!!!

Back to top
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3 February - Weddington Whistle Tigers (A) 0-0 (D)

0 St Nicolas Sporting 0
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Substitutes ; ) dadas | watchen |

Andy's Angle

Managers View

This was an excellent game of football played by two evenly matched sides. Neither team did quite enough to win and at the same time, neither team deserved
to lose. It was very pleasing to keep a clean sheet as our only previous one this season was against under 7 opposition. The attacking experience we got today
will certainly help us in the quest for our first goal. All round it was a fantastic team performance, we are getting better by the week. Every player on both sides
should be proud of their achievements today as they made this a very enjoyable match of football, played and spectated in the right spirit.

Back to top

17 February Weddington Thistle Tigers (H) 1-3 (L)
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St Nicolas Sporting 3
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Substitutes :

Danny Boy, the goals, the goals are flowing

The much awaited return match between Sporting and Weddington Thistle Tigers was played on a heavy pitch with the grass a bit longer than everyone would
have liked. At the end of this game, players on both sides would know they had been in a game.

Injury meant that Lou was unable to take his place in the Sporting squad and Owen gave us cause for concern with a respiratory problem during the warmup.

From kickoff it was clear that we were in for another tight affair from two evenly match sides. Thistle started the brighter with Jordan dealing confidently with
anything that came his way. Adam was proving steady as ever and the partnership at the back with Mitchell was proving effective. Anchorman Ryan was linking
defence and attack and also getting in his fair share of quality tackles. Midway through the half, Sporting after 13 attempts finally managed to score a goal
against a team from our own agegroup, After good build up play from Owen and Jack, the ball fell to DANIEL who gleefully smacked the ball into the bottom
corner to start off wild scenes both on the pitch and the touchline. However, before we could start the 'can we play you every week chant', Thistle were level with
a well worked goal. A good ball in from the wing was well finished off by their striker. At this point Adam, who was another unwell player was replaced by Ben and
Joseph was introduced for Ryan. The half continued to be played at a frantic pace at both ends of the pitch and Jack was unfortunate when clipped from behind
but still managed to get his shot in. Right on half time Thistle took the lead with another ball in from the right which was deflected past the diving Jordan.

Half time 1-2 and unfortunate to be losing

The second half saw Sporting go in search of an equaliser as the outcome of this game still hung in the balance. Chances continued to be created at both ends
with Thistles best chance being a long range shot which Jordan was happy to see fly wide whilst Mitchell caused the keeper concern with a free kick from the
wing. With players from both sides tiring due to the conditions, Sporting were piling forward in search of a deserved equaliser, however in the final minute a
penalty given for handball was cooly displatched to cheers of relief from the away contingent to give the score a slightly false look.
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The final whistle was met with handshakes all round and another close game in which the result was in doubt until the final minute.
This game again has proved to be a vital step in the progression of our team. We have now proved we can score against teams on the same level as us, and

with a bit more luck, we could have gone on to win the game. Again, every player on both sides played their part in making this an entertaining game. Thistle
have some quality players and we matched them today. Well played everyone

Back to top

24th February - Market Bosworth (A) 0-4 (L)

St Nicolas Sporting 0

Substitutes :

New system, same result

After a week of torrential rain this fixture was in doubt up until the morning of the game. Rain overnight had prevented Sporting from getting some much needed
training and effectively they were going into this fixture blind. The furthest away trip of the season, saw probably (surprisingly) the best playing conditions that the
team has got to play on, as with good drainage the pitch looked in pristine condition.

Sporting were in their blue kits (well most of them!), whilst Market Bosworth sported AC Milan colours in what was to prove a battling and attacking performance
by the Sporting side.

Bosworth kick-off at the designated 10:15 time, and immediately a clearance by Ben lead to Daniel breaking down the left wing only to be challenged by the
Bosworth full-back, where the ball is put out for a throwing and the danger is distinguished.
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In Bosworth'’s first attack of the game, Mitch goes down after being struck in the face by a powerful strike. Play is stopped as the trainer comes on to administer
the ‘magic sponge’ to revive Mitch and let him take up his position in defence once again.

The first free-kick of the game goes to the home side, as they press forward looking to gain an early advantage but Sporting are holding firm and Ben and Mitch
are clearing everything that is thrown at them. A goal mouth scramble leads to Bosworth corner, which eventually comes to nothing as it drifts out of play.

The game is now beginning to gain a bit of ebb and flow with both sides looking dangerous on the break, and also looking capable at the back. A good tackle by
Lou leads to a break when the ball is delivered down the line but another fine Bosworth tackle snuff's out the danger.

An attack by the home side eventually leads to another corner, from which the first goal is scored. A bit of a scramble leads to a fine strike high into the net past
the outstretched hand of Jordan in goal to give Bosworth a one goal lead. The goal was coming as the home side were beginning to get slightly on top and as
they say; you have to score when you are on top and that’'s what the home side did.

The game is flowing and is probably one of the best of the season, although the attacking prowess in slightly in Bosworth’s favour as Sporting concede yet
another corner. Ben deals with this one at the near post, and he kicks it out for yet another corner shortly after. Bosworth are now pressing for a second before
half time but good defending prevents any prospect of this happening.

A good period of pressure by Sporting before the break should give them extra impetus for when the second begins, but in the meantime Lou and Jack push
forward and break into the Bosworth half. A throw in deep into Bosworth territory causes some initial confusion, before the defence manages to get a foot to the
ball and clear it downfield.

Ben is having a solid game in defence and his interventions help prevents any danger but leads to a Bosworth corner. Just before the half finishes a fine strike by
the Bosworth striker is beaten away by Jordan, a great save that keeps the score-line at 1-0 to the home side, but that save could well be crucial as the game
goes on.

The half time whistle blows with the home side retaining the one-goal lead they got mid-way through the half.

Craig tries to emphasise to the lads the importance of marking up the opposing players. Too many times during the first half players and particularly strikers were
left unmarked, with defenders and midfielders marking space as opposed to players.

The problems with football at this level are the fact that the lads all tend to follow the ball like a pack of sheep. A little thought of ‘what could happen’ if they
created themselves a little space would benefit both themselves and their teammates in being able to create chances and impose themselves a little more on the
games. Hopefully this will come with practise and experience.

In the second half Ryan comes on for Joseph, with Owen replacing Daniel hoping that not only the substitutions will make a difference but also to give all the lads
some form of playing time, and give them some experience in playing and to try and find out their best positions.

Sporting kick-off the second half with the intention of building on the good attacking play of the first half, but before long it is evident that the home side had also
been given a stern team talk as they bolted out the traps and were soon on the break.

The home side came straight at Sporting, and was forcing the play deep into opposition territory. After an initial very good save from Jordan the balls rolls across
the line as the defenders look on and Bosworth follow the ball in to score their second and put them 2-0 up.

A disappointing goal to concede, as we were slower to the loose ball than Bosworth were. This is something the lads will need to learn about if we are to keep
the opposition out.

At this point in the game Sporting appeared to lose their collective shape. Too many players were not focusing on their key roles and this is how the third
Bosworth goal came about. Mitch can count himself very unlucky as a great tackle goes unrewarded, as the balls breaks straight to one of the Bosworth strikers
to despatch for goal number three.

Maybe this third goal woke up Sporting, as it was at this time that they had their best spell of the game. Attacks were made with pace and precision and it was
only desperate Bosworth defending to stop Daniel from scoring his second goal in two-weeks. The game was swinging one way and then another and was
probably the best attacking performance to date.

Mitch goes off as that tackle caused an injury, Daniel replaces him and Ryan moves back into defence. After a throwing near the half way line a left footed pass
(" by Ryan down the line leads to Dan breaking and only a fine tackle by the home sides defence stops him in full flow.

At the other end Jordan is having a good game despite the score line, as there was little he could do with any of the goals. He is commanding his area and giving
his defenders instructions as who to mark and where to go.
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Bosworth are pretty dominant in this half and eventually their efforts are rewarded with goal number four, as a cross shot from the left creeps into the net, as the
defence watches on.

Sporting finally get involved, and a three-man break is thwarted by the single Bosworth defender. That was a great chance to punish the home side, who had
pushed up a little too much and was left overexposed on the break

The final whistle blows and its Bosworth who are left to celebrate a 4-0 victory. Much can be taken from this performance by Sporting, as they seem to be less
afraid to run with the ball and get into the opposition half. Maybe a little more thought is required at times and their final ball could be a little better, but this is
something that will come as the games come thick and fast.

Mitch was voted the ‘Parents’ man of the match, a deserved award for a fine rearguard action at the back, while Jordan was voted the ‘Opposing Managers’ man
of the match for a string of fine saves and good commanding of his penalty box.

Next game up is Bedworth Eagles at Milby on Sunday March 4th. Bedworth have only won 6 of their 14 games this season and have lost seven with one being a
draw, so with a bit more confidence and belief by the Sporting lads, they could hopefully see an upset and get that first win which would make all the difference.

Lets hope the weather remains relatively rain-free so that the lads will have a chance to play on a pitch that doesn’'t resemble a quagmire, and also that the
groundsman can find his lawnmower this week!!

Managers View

First of all | have to say that the pitch was easily the best we have played on this season, especially with all the weather we have had. Well done to Bosworth for
that!!. | thought this was a thoroughly entertaining game with both sides having plenty of attacks. The last three games have taught us how to attack and with
important games coming up, these lessons will prove invaluable.

Back to top

11 March - Whitestone Jets (A) 0-5 (L)

5 St Nicolas Sporting 0
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Out of sorts Sporting sunk by rampant Jets

Today’s game gave Sporting a good chance of not only scoring a few goals but to get that prized first victory of the season. The pitch was not only very small but
after the wet weather we have experienced lately a little on the tacky side, but nether the less this was a chance that Sporting needed to grasp to give them some
much needed confidence.

Martin took the pre-match training today and will continue to do so in that capacity for the remainder of the season as he has elected to take up that position.
Hopefully we will see a change in both fortune as well as goals in the net with the new introduction.

Ryan was given the Captaincy for this game and | must say he was excited by the opportunity, so hopefully the extra responsibility would help him motivate the
other lads

Whitestone Sports were lying third from the bottom of the league, having previously lost ten of their fourteen games, so here was a chance for Sporting!

The Game began with Sporting kicking off and immediately Owen charged through the centre of the Jets defence, unfortunately three Jet defenders were there
to clear the ball and set up an attack for themselves.

Even early on this was a game shaping up to a game of chances and with the pitch being so small the opportunity for goals was better than at any point during
the season.

A throw in by Mitch leads to confusion in the Jets goalmouth and eventually this was hacked away for a Sporting corner. Mitch’s corner is caught by the wind,
and tamely drifts out of play but there was promise in the attack and hopefully this is the shape of things to come.

Eventually the first goal comes, unfortunately its not the way we all wanted as a fine shot across the goal from an angle arrows its way into the top right corner of
Jordan’s goal. One-nil to Whitestone and the early promise is now being replaced by a few panicky clearances and extra shouts of encouragement from the
touchline.

A foul by Adam in the right back position leads to a free kick for the Jets. Their forward strikes a fierce drive, which is excellently parried away from goal by
Jordan and the balls goal behind for a corner.

From the resulting corner a bit of a melee ensues until Ryan gets stuck in and shows some measure of his Captaincy as he wins not one but two tackles and
helps relieve the pressure on the defence as eventually Owen clears the danger.

The game is beginning to swing one way and then another, but the extra composure on the ball by the Jets is beginning to tell. Sporting look a little ragged as
they end up marking space as opposed to players and ‘crowd’ in one area instead of spreading out and picking up their players.

Too many of the lads are stuck in their own penalty box and they begin to get in each other’'s way, we have no players in the opposition half which makes scoring
a goal impossible. Jack is trying his best upfront but he is a lone figure without any support or passes to thrive on.

Another attack by the Jets leads to Jordan palming the ball along the ground straight into the path of the oncoming Jet forward. Luckily from a yard out he
manages ‘somehow’ to hit the post and between Mitch and Jordan the ball eventually gets cleared, but the dangers signs are there.

Finally the inevitable happens, a long shot from outside the box manages to squirm under Jordan’s grasp and gently trickles over the line. A pity, just before half-
time but sloppy play with Sporting overcrowding their own area and the inability to clear the ball lead to the danger, and eventually they were punished. Toward
the end of the half, Lou is introduced in place of Dan with the instruction to run at the defence and cause them problems.
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So 2-0 to Whitestone at half time and it was time for Craig to work his magic and try and get some organisation into the lads. There definitely needed some
reorganising if anything was to be got out of the second half.

Stern words were issued out and Craig reiterated the need to pass, make space and mark the opposition players up. Too often during that first half opposition
players were allowed to wander into Sporting area at will and this needed to be halted straight away if further goals were to be avoided.

Mitch and Adam come off at half time for Joseph and Ben, with the hope the defence might get more solidity.

After a few minutes of the second half and the side still looking lost, Ryan comes off for Joseph, who goes into defensive midfield.
The performance begins to improve slightly as possession is kept a little better, but still the lack of any real training sessions by the lads is certainly hindering
them.

Dan comes on to take Jack’s place upfront and try and get some much needed possession nearer the Jets goal and keep it away from Sporting’s.

The Jets dominance finally leads to a third goal. A corner is not cleared and a shot is hammered in, Jordan is once again unlucky as the ball creeps over the line
into the net (where are these puddles of water on the lines when you need them?)

Three-nil to Whitestone, and unfortunately this is turning into a performance that Craig, his staff and the lads will want to forget. The lack of any regular training
has really hindered the lad’s progression over the part few months. The sooner the weather improves and we can get back on the training pitch the better.

Moments after the third goal goes in, number four quickly follows. Again Jordan will be kicking himself as the ball slips through his grasp and slowly trickles over
the line. Four-nil to Whitestone and the sooner this is over the better for all concerned.

Ryan comes back on in defence as Sporting try to stem the tide and for the first time in 20 minutes Sporting finally begin to start playing. The passing is a bit
better, they are not standing on each other toes in one area of the pitch and they are coping with Whitestone’s attacks a little better. Unfortunately the prospect of
that elusive goal looks a million miles away as they still can’t really escape from their own half.

The final nail in the coffin comes with barely a minute left, another scramble near the Sporting goalmouth leads to Jordan blocking the ball with his legs but
inevitably the ball drops to a Jet player who despatches it into the back of the net for number five.

A game that won't live too long in the memory of all those Sporting supporters who watched the game, and | wouldn’t expect any of the lads will want to watch
that back on the television if possible!

In a game where Sporting had a genuine opportunity to grab a victory, they seemed to take two-steps back. A pity, but as long as the lads learn from their
mistakes and learn from that when it comes to the next training session then maybe that may help them in the long run.

Next game will be against the current league leaders St Nicolas Colts, although them and Weddington Thistle are neck and neck for the title. One thing is for
sure, Sporting will have to perform a whole lot better than this next week if they are not to avoid a drubbing.

Improvement has to be made all over the pitch and more thought needs to go into positioning, marking and getting the ball clear when require, and if the chances
come along ............. bury them!

Opponent managers man of the match was Daniel and the Parents man of the match was Ryan, congratulations to you both.

Managers View

This is one of the few times this season where | have been disappointed at the end of a game. | felt we had a real chance of breaking at least one of our ducks in
this game. Unfortunately we never got started and the Jets took full advantage. We will need to start getting stuck in a bit more and start reading the game better
if we are to get anything out of our final few games. The beauty of football however is that the next game is just around the corner and | have every confidence
that these lads will bounce back like they have done so many times already this season.

Back to top

18 March - St Nicolas Colts (H) 0-5 (L)
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St Nicolas Sporting 0 St Nicolas Colts 5
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Substitutes :

League leaders made to fight all the way

With the Colts going head to head with Weddington Lions it was important for them to try and add another three points to their tally, but it was also important for
Sporting to put in a performance after last weeks disappointing show against Whitestone Sports.

Martin takes the team through their pre-match warm up, and in the biting wind everybody certainly needs warming up, so the lads do their stretching and passing
exercises without any questions asked.

Craig delivers his final pearls of wisdom to the lads in the final team talk and reminds them to keep their shape and stay disciplined throughout, as this will be one
of the sternest tests of the season. With the blustery conditions, keeping the ball on the ground would be imperative although at times it is sometimes best to
launch the ball into row Z, sexy football will hopefully follow in time!!

Sporting kick-off and immediately the league leaders launch their first attack, and a fine interception by Mitch leads to the first corner of the game after barely a
minute. The Colts strike the ball hard to the centre of the goalmouth but determined defending leads to the ball being cleared.

Another fine ball from defence to midfield sees some tremendous control by the Colts forward, but his fierce shot is beaten away by Jordan. The wind is playing
havoc with the game but it is a great leveller and as the Colts push forward again another shoot narrowly misses the target.

Finally Sporting’s defensive resistance is broken, an in-swinging corner gets caught on the wind and drifts over Jordan’s outstretched arm. More of a lucky goal
than anything else as the conditions had more than a hand to play in the goal.

The Colts dominance is beginning to tell, another fierce shot strikes the post but the defensive performance by Sporting is excelling itself. Remember this is the
same side that demolished Sporting 7-0 on 19th November 2006, so to keep the side out for as long as they have is very commendable and it shows the training

http://www.stnicsfc.co.uk/under8s/fixtures.php (21 of 30)06/04/2007 20:24:44



St. Nicolas FC
session paying off.

The lads are keeping their shape more so in this game than any other, and the shouts of encouragement and leadership from the sidelines is keeping the lads
focused on the job in hand.

Jack is ploughing a lone furrow upfront, he’s not seeing much of the ball but he is keeping the two Colts defenders busy with his industrious runs. Lou is also
keeping the Colts busy with his runs in behind the defence and he’s also getting his foot in to give the team that extra bite in the centre of the pitch.

Ben comes on for Adam and Dan eventually comes on for Owen, as changes are made to the frostbitten Sporting side and the Siberian winds bring in the first
flakes of snow.

This reporters fingers are experiencing the same chills as Sir Edmund Hillary, although | expect his achievements will live slightly longer in the memory than this
match report!!

The referee blows the whistle to end the first half, and only a wind swept corner splits the sides, so in the second half it's all to play for. An excellent first half
performance with much credit going to the Sporting defence, which met the each of the Colts attack with resilience and determination.

Craig and Martin give the encouragement to the lads and stipulate to them the importance to keep their shape and focus and they may yet get something out of
this game.

The second half begins with the Colts kicking off probably determined to rattle a few goals in early and put this game away. The Colts instantly go on the attack
and pretty much straight from kick-off they force a corner down the right side.

Yet again the wind catches the ball and it drops over Jordan’s head for the Colts second goal. Another disappointing goal but unless Jordan gains another foot or
two on each arm he was never able to reach the drifting ball as it sailed over his head.

Sporting continues to battle, and they are showing the determination required the get something out of the forthcoming games. This was always going to be an
uphill battle against such a talented side but Sporting never gave up and you have to give them credit for continuing to perform against both this fine side and the
blustery artic conditions.

Goals three and four drift in for the Colts as their superiority finally enable them to get a grip on the game. A sharp angled drive, and a fine Colt attack give the
scoreline a more realistic look, but the credit goes to Sporting and their never say die attitude. Excellent defence has been the fulcrum of the performance but
each of the lads can be proud of their performance.

A final goal by the Colts gives them a five-nil scoreline, but as the snow begins to drift down and the harsh wind continues to freeze everybody both on the pitch
and the touchline, finally the penny may have dropped with the lads.

They kept their shape pretty much all through the game, they battled and defended like demons and forced the Colts defence to be on their toes from start to
finish. Overall a tremendous performance by the lads and hopefully this has set them up for their own cup final next week against Weddington Demons. | believe
the Demons are there for the taking, they have now conceded 99 goals, so the incentive to score the 100th goal against them must certainly inspire the lads to
bury them out of sight.

If the team play the same way it did against the Colts, then surely that first win of the season will be earned and we will see Sporting off the bottom of the league,
well ... lets hope!!

Parents man of the match was Lou and the opposition’s player of the game was Jordan, both richly deserved, well done lads!

Managers View

All players should be congratulated on making this a very enjoyable game of football to watch. The colts are a quality side and at times, some of their football
was breathtaking and well above their years. From our point of view, we kept our shape really well and showed a lot of battle which we missed last week. This
was certainly a much more polished performance than last weeks and has given be renewed optimism that we do have a chance of clawing our way off the
bottom of the league. Special mention must go to Jack. Although he didnt get much of a look-in up front, he made sure that 2 defenders had to stay back with
him which in my opinion was a very disciplined thing for him to do. In truth, todays game was all about fine tuning for next week. Our own game against
Weddingrton Demons is vitally important for ourselves, but the colts also have a title decider against Weddington Lions. Everyone involved with St Nicolas
Sporting would like to wish our clubmates all the best for next week. We hope you get the luck you need and bring home some richly deserved silverware.
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St. Nicolas FC

Well they say time flies when you're having fun and this season has just flown by. It only seems 5 minutes since we were lining up for the league opener on a sunny September
morning in Bulkington.

Seven months later and although the names on the team sheet are the same (with the addition of Ryan) the players are very much different in terms of their ability and confidence.
On that Sunday in September, our players were playing as a team for only the second time ever. Bearing in mind most squads had been gearing up to this big day for at least 12
months, we were on a hiding to nothing from day one. That first game however, set the tone for the season. A gutsy display from the lads was to be repeated so many times and
was also to win us many admirers for the way we went about our business. Who could ever forget the game against the Weddington Lions, never before has a 9-0 defeat been
greeted with such enthusiasm. After this game, the emails and plaudits from other clubs came in congratulating us on a great result so soon after forming. Also, who will ever forget
the wild scenes both on and off the pitch when our 2 league goals hit the back of the net. It was an experience that was certainly worth waiting for.

Amongst the countless number of highs, there have also bee the occasional lows. The away defeat at the Weddington Demons being the one that sticks out so vividly in my mind
and | hold my hands up and apologise to the entire squad, that | made a bad call and we got punished for it. | still feel we had enough to pull ourselves off the bottom and probably
we should have done in the return against the Demons, though | have a good idea why we didn't.

Anyone who looks at the league table would come to the conclusion that we have had a stinker of a season. This, however couldn’t be further from the truth. To me, the league table
was never an issue, it was all about progression. If there was a table showing how far teams had progressed throughout the season we’d be very near the top, if not at the very top.
In my opinion, too much emphasis is put on winning the league at this young age. As far as | am concerned there are 190 winners across the 2 leagues, the boys and girls who have
turned up each Sunday morning and have participated in a sport they love.

People who were of the opinion that we weren’t good enough to enter the league will probably feel vindicated with us finishing bottom. What | would say to these people is that we
have played 18 games just like the champions, we have enjoyed every minute of it just like I'd hope the champions have and we have improved beyond belief and will be back
stronger next season with this experience proving invaluable.

On a final note I'd like to pay tribute to the best set of supporters in the league. The amount of noise generated from our side of the pitch has been phenomenal all season. It would
have been so easy to give up the fight during the cold winter months, when in reality people were coming to watch another drubbing. However, each parent has played their part in
making this a truly memorable season. | salute you all.

So now we need to start focusing on next season in what, in theory will be a kinder league for us. We can no longer use the excuse that we are playing the hardest teams all the
time, we need to work damn hard over the summer months to ensure that next season is a massive success. | am certain all these players will respond to a extensive summer
training campaign and next season we will show everyone that St Nicolas Sporting truly are a great team.
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